Primary lymphoma of the central nervous system.
Primary lymphoma of the central nervous system (CNS) represents a pathology that is no longer considered rare, also in the light of its high correlation with the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) syndrome reported recently. Often the correct diagnosis of the disease is difficult to reach, owing to the wide spectrum of non-lymphoma pathologies from which it should be differentiated and the invasiveness of some diagnostic techniques. The biologic aggressiveness of the neoplasm often makes a combined radio-chemotherapeutic approach necessary. In contrast, surgical resection does not seem to provide any significant benefit. The clinical experience reported here, together with a review of the most recent literature, lead the authors to suggest the opportunity of treating primary lymphoma of the CNS with the most active and modern chemotherapeutic protocols in association with traditional treatments to obtain an improvement in overall survival.